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Introduction #147

Chosen through highly competitive auditions held throughout the region, the 100 members of the Asian Youth
Orchestra (AYO) represent the finest young musicians in mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

They are together for six weeks each summer, initially for a three-week Summer Festival, and then to perform
on tour for three weeks with major international solo artists and conductors.

In 34 years, they have performed with cellists Yo-Yo Ma, Mischa Maisky, Steven Isserlis, Wang Jian, Alban
Gerhardt and Alisa Weilerstein, violinists Gidon Kremer, Gil Shaham, Sarah Chang, Vadim Repin, Tseng
Yu-Chien, Giuseppe Gibboni and Ning Feng, soprano Elly Ameling and Lydia Teuscher, pianists Alicia de
Larrocha, Cecile Licad, Leon Fleisher and Rachel Cheung, the Beaux Arts Trio, and trumpet virtuoso Hakan
Hardenberger. Among those who have conducted AYO are Yehudi Menuhin, Sergiu Comissiona, Alexander
Schneider, Eri Klas, Tan Dun, Okko Kamu, Matthias Bamert, James Judd, Joesph Bastian, Jader Bignamini and
the orchestra's founders Richard Pontzious.
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Jader Bignamini

Invitation to audition 4 —5A4 > a v ¥4

Musicians ages 17 to 29 are welcome to audition.* An Application form is available on the AYO website. Contact your local representatives
(listed on the websites) for audition information.
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Audition requirements ¥ — 74 ¥ a v @

1. One fast and one slow movement from a composition of your choice. 2. Orchestra excerpts.
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More details are available on the AYO website.
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Audition results will be announced before 31 March. Applicants will receive notification by email no later than 10 April. All musicians
invited to join AYO will be required to pay a registration fee.
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* In rare cases age requirement may be waived at the discretion of AYO.
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