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Tchaikovsky:Capriccio Italiana Wagner: Tannhauser Overture
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Introduction 47

Chosen through highly competitive auditions held throughout the region, the 100 members of the Asian Youth
Orchestra (AYO) represent the finest young musicians in mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, Indonesia,
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

They are together for six weeks each summer, initially for a three-week Summer Festival, and then to perform on tour
for three weeks with major international solo artists and conductors.

In 35 years, they have performed with cellists Yo-Yo Ma, Mischa Maisky, Steven Isserlis, Wang Jian, Alban Gerhardt
and Alisa Weilerstein, violinists Gidon Kremer, Gil Shaham, Sarah Chang, Vadim Repin, Tseng Yu-Chien, Giuseppe
Gibboni and Ning Feng, soprano Elly Ameling and Lydia Teuscher, pianists Alicia de Larrocha, Cecile Licad, Leon
Fleisher and Rachel Cheung, the Beaux Arts Trio, and trumpet virtuoso Hakan Hardenberger. Among those who
have conducted AYO are Yehudi Menuhin, Sergiu Comissiona, Alexander Schneider, Eri Klas, Tan Dun, Okko Kamu,
Matthias Bamert, James Judd, Joesph Bastian, Jader Bignamini and the orchestra's founders Richard Pontzious.
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